
   REGULAR MEETING 
                     February 2, 2021 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by the Chairman of the Board Lawrence 
Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present virtually as well as 8 other persons present.  
 
 Chairman Dolhof lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof welcomed Congresswoman Elise Stefanik and praised her for working 
tirelessly and advocating for Lewis County as well as the North Country Region as a whole.   
  
 Congresswoman Stefanik thanked Chairman Dolhof for the opportunity to connect with 
the Lewis County Legislators and update them.  Last year she advocated for multiple Covid 
relief packages, one of which passed at the end of December, offers $325 billion for small 
business through the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) funding; $5 billion to assist NYS 
Schools in the year 2021; $170 million to assist Higher Education institutions; $140 million for 
Hospitals in the North Country.  There is a legislative issue that is being worked on in order to 
maintain the Critical Care Access designation for Lewis County General Hospital through a 
bipartisan bill which she reintroduced and will continue to advocate strongly for its adoption. 
 
 Congresswoman Stefanik gave an update on the Canadian border which has impacted 
many business and residents.  She is advocating for more certainty and strongly metrics in a 
bipartisan effort to safely reopen the border, making sure CDP officers are vaccinated.  The bill 
that was passed in December provides billions of dollars for vaccines.  Vaccine distribution 
continues to be a problem for the North Country as the State is making the decision on where and 
how the vaccines are distributed and where the State vaccine sites are.  She will continue to put 
pressure on the States Elected officials to make sure the vaccine is being distributed fairly to 
rural communities in the North Country.  She will be reaching out to the President to request that 
cancer patients be prioritized in the CDC guidance with relation to vaccinations.  There is 
ongoing discussion on the Democratic Covid relief package versus the Republican Covid relief 
package, both of which include aid to states and local government. 
 
 Legislator Hathway thanked Congresswoman Stefanik and her office staff for helping a 
resident of his district who reached out for help due to a real need.  Congresswoman Stefanik 
reiterated that anyone who needs assistance can reach out to her office at any time. 
 
 Upon the request of Chairman Dolhof the Clerk of Board read Resolution No. 30-2021 
entitled “Resolution in Support of Proposed “Protecting Rural Access to Care Act” Legislation 
introduced and Co-Sponsored by Congresswoman Stefanik and Congressman Delgado” which 
will be moved on later in the meeting.  Chairman Dolhof thanked Congresswoman Stefanik 
again for joining the meeting and then excused her. 
 

Chairman Dolhof declared the January 5, 2021 meeting minutes approved by general 
consent.  



 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules to allow 
action on late resolutions. 
                  Signed by:       Ronald Burns 
         Thomas Osborne 
         Ian Gilbert 
         Gregory Kulzer 
Dated:  February 2, 2021      Phil Hathway 
 
 Legislator Hathway made a motion to waive the rules, seconded by Legislator King, and 
carried. 
 
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND NOTICES: 
 

A resolution was received from Cattaraugus County Opposing Closure of Gowanda 
Correctional Facility 
 
REPORTS OF COUNTY OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS:  
 
 Legislators received the January 2021 Treasurer’s report and Highway & Solid Waste 
Audit reports.  Real Property Director Candy Akin and Country Treasurer Eric Virkler have filed 
approved applications for 2020 corrected tax rolls for property owners Kurt & Penny Dittl. 
 
 Brian Mooney submitted he December 2020 Sealer of Weights and Measurers activity 
reports which have been placed on file with the Clerk of the Board. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 

Legislator King made a motion to authorize Highway Superintendent Timothy Hunt to 
send out an RFP for stone & gravel bids, seconded by Legislator Chartrand and carried. 
 

Legislator King made a motion to authorize Sheriff Carpinelli to refill one (1) full-time 
Deputy Sheriff position effective immediately, seconded by Legislator Osborne and carried.  
Legislator Burns opposed. 
 

Legislator King asked County Manger Ryan Piche for clarification on when this position 
came up.  Ryan explained it was at the same time the full-time position came up.  Legislator 
King made a motion to authorize Sheriff Carpinelli to refill one (1) part-time Deputy Sheriff 
position effective immediately, seconded by Legislator Osborne and carried.  Legislator Burns 
opposed. 
 

Legislator King made a motion to authorize District Attorney Leanne Moser to refill one 
(1) full-time Assistant District Attorney effective immediately, seconded by Legislator Virkler 
and carried.  Legislator Gilbert abstained. 



 
Legislator King clarified that the reason it took so long to refill the Sheriff’s positions 

was that there was additional information requested from him and discussion on whether the 
position should be refilled or if the funds should be spent on hiring someone who could assist 
with the pandemic. 

 
Legislator Moroughan made a motion to authorize Social Services Commissioner 

Jennifer Jones to refill one (1) full-time Caseworker position due to resignation effective 
immediately, second by Legislator Chartrand and carried. 

 
Legislator Moroughan made a motion to authorize Social Services Commissioner 

Jennifer Jones to refill one (1) full-time Fraud Investigator position due to resignation effective 
immediately, seconded by Legislator Virkler and carried. 

 
Legislator Moroughan made a motion to authorize Social Services Commissioner 

Jennifer Jones to refill one (1) full-time Employment and Training Assistant position effective 
immediately, seconded by Legislator Hathway and carried. 

 
Lewis County General Hospital CEO Jerry Cayer reported that 51% of the Hospital staff 

have been vaccinated, 35% have signed a declination letter stating they do not wish to get the 
vaccine; 12% are currently undecided; and 2% are no longer employed with the Hospital.  Mr. 
Cayer plans to follow up with each of the undecided employees.  The second dose clinics are 
going very well and Public Health has been great to partner with on this. 

 
Mr. Cayer spoke about the Medicare Compare website which allows residents to view 

quality reports, which address both quality and patient satisfaction for services provided at the 
hospital.  Lewis County General Hospital is currently receiving 3 out of 5 stars, which shows the 
improvement in 2020. 
 
COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 Ryan reported that our counties Covid active cases went from 250 down to 125 cases, he 
attributed this to community members and the commercials that the Board approved putting out.  
To date there have been over 2,000 vaccines given to Lewis County residents.  Public Health 
received 300 additional vaccines this week and there will be more information coming out on how 
residents can access those.  
 
 The State Budget has been watched closely and the fiscal year end as of March 31, 2021.  
The state still has a 4.8 billion dollar shortfall, but the good news for counties is that the 20% 
withholding on various funding streams from the State will change to only a 5% cut.  The State is 
counting on 1.2 billion dollars in Medicaid savings.  The 2022 fiscal year begins on April 1, 2021 
and that budget has a 15 billion dollar gap, which will be decreased by 3.6 billion dollars in 
spending cuts including 5% cuts to local governments; delayed implementation of tax cuts, which 
should equate to a savings of 2 billion dollars; and 4.5 billion dollars in unrestricted aid, although 
they are asking the Federal Government for the full 15 billion.   



There will be a 20% reduction in AIM program, which will hurt the Towns and Villages as 
it was just cut two years ago by 20%.  The State sales tax diversion payment for the AIM program 
will still remain the same for the counties.  The Governor has proposed to legalize adult use 
cannabis, which will require in depth discussions locally on how to handle this for different 
zoning.  One benefit of the legalization is that there will be local sales tax on this which could 
create additional revenue. 
  

Another positive in the proposed 2022 State budget is that it will renew the ISEP funding to 
assist those residents that are on a waiting list for home care assistance.  Another thing to look out 
for is that the State is going to extend prevailing minimum wages for renewal energy projects 
greater that 25 megawatts, like wind and solar, which will affect upcoming projects in Lewis 
County.  The Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) funding has been restored, so we will be 
submitting another application in hopes of receiving the award for our region.   

 
One update from the Federal Government is the expansion of FMAP funding, which is 

basically our share of Medicaid Administration funds, and it is being expanded into Quarter 3 of 
2021 with an enhanced payment to county governments.  This will also reduce our IGT payments 
from 50% down to 43%.  The Governor is proposing regional jails and a 1% cut in Medicaid 
across the board.  There are many agencies in Lewis County who depend on Medicaid 
reimbursement. 

 
Legislator Kulzer asked if the County was moving forward with the clinic this week and 

Ryan explained that they were, but the details are still being worked out and a press release will go 
out to the public prior to the event.  Legislator Kulzer stated that he would be volunteering at the 
clinic.  Legislator Osborne asked if the number of vaccines that were given included the Kinney’s 
numbers as well, Ryan responded that it did.  Chairman Dolhof clarified that the press release for 
the vaccine clinic was moved from tomorrow to Thursday. 
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     
 
            Treasurer Eric Virkler highlighted the sales tax information with a 2020 total to date of 
$12,847,730.74, which is just a little below the total for 2019 but there is one last payment 
expected which could surpass the 2019 amount.  Eric explained making a one time change that 
would start including the last payment of the previous year into the current year which is how 
NYSAC budgets.  It would keep things consistent with NYSAC but he will check with the 
Auditors to see if this makes sense as it is a change to past accounting practices. 
 
 The investments seem to be doing well and hopefully we will see the results of those 
changes in the upcoming months.  Legislator Hathway asked that if Eric presents this sales tax 
payment change to please explain what the advantages would be.  Eric explained how it was done 
in the past and that it would just be changing it to follow the way NYSAC reports payments to 
keep it consistent going forward. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 























































OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Chartrand made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:54 p.m., seconded by Legislator King and carried.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




